Hungarian Saints

Saint Astrik of Pannonhalma (? — 1040)

He is a saint of the 11th century. When St Adalbert failed to
consolidate his position in Bohemia, and left Prague, Astrik Radla
went to help the missionaries among the Magyars. He is known to have been in the
service of the wife of Duke Geza. In 997 he was the first abbot of Pannonhalma
Archabbey the first ecclesiastical institution of Hungary, founded by Geza. On the duke's
death and the accession of his son St Stephen | the evangelization of the Magyars was
taken seriously in hand, and St Astrik was active in the work of preaching the gospel and
establishing an ecclesiastical organization. In connection with this, Stephen sent him to
Rome to confer with Pope Silvester Il and soon after his return the sovereign was
crowned with a royal crown, granted no doubt at the instance of the Emperor Otto I, in
1001. Throughout the remainder of his long life he worked hand in hand with King St
Stephen for the proper settlement of the Church in his dominions and for the conversion
of the fierce Magyars to the faith of Christ. He died soon after his royal master, about the
year 1040. His feast celebrated at November 13.
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